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PROCEEDINGS in PARLIAMENT, 


DURING THE SESSIONS 


of the Yzans 1769 and 1770. 
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JOHN HOPE, ESQ, 4 


7 
1 


Late Repreſentative for the County of Linlithgow, 


' _ God help the Man, condemn'd, by cruel Fate, 
To court the ſeeming or the real Great! 
Much Sorrow ſhall he feel, and ſuffer more 
Than any Slave who labours at the Oar. 
By flaviſh Methods muſt he learn to pleaſe, | 
By ſmooth-tongued Flattery, that curſt court Diſeaſe; 
Supple to ev ry way - ward Mood ſtrike Sail, | 
And ſhift with ſhifring Humour's peeviſh Gale. 
To Nature dead he muſt adopt vile Art, 
And wear a Smile, with Anguiſh in his Heart. 
A Senſe of Honour would deſtroy his Schemes, 3 
And Conſcience ne'er muſt ſpeak unleſs in Dreams. 
| |  CHURCHILL's PotkM OF NIGHT, 
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5 is certainly 
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| in life from m my own induſtry and goo 
character, I I will for once make a public ap: 
pearance in print, and hagard my name 
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] oy a man may ifs Ro Ei an over-anx- 
L ous concern about his reputation, it 

y pardonable i in him who is in 
the prime 0 of e and who therefore might 


bop e that d e good, opinion of the world 


EA be productive of his future advan- 


0 20 * 


tage. of what avail (beyond the circle 


1 


of. our ac paiotange) is is the eſteem of this 
world, g 


it? Did Were Near; my grave, 
Tit dad; 5 aſſüredly, 


at, the EE, We are going out of : 


FEB « 


not think of 
theſe Letters, 


«71.7728 


3 


public with 


THe 
| as, i to t the e common courſe 


. 


nature, 1 ay have, many years to live, 
and as aye to expect my future FO) 


w# 45> 


with my. writings, I cannot, in truth, avoid 
It; if I I mean to vindicate my conduct to 
every one with whom I have the honour 


of being acquainted, The publication. of 


5 the following Letters is the readieſt way of 
anfweriog the many a0: that have 


been 


(vi) 
been aſked Mme, about the reaſon of the ; 
Earl of Hopetoun's not being willing to 


| ſee me for theſe three laſt years paſt, , and 


of his. having withdrawn from me. his 
friendly ſupport. Excepting what i is con- 
tained in theſe Letters, J. have not, in 
thoug ght, Word, or deed; been guilty of 


„ 


hope I ſhall be pardoned this public afſer- | 


any thing. to offend his Lordſhip; and 1 ; 7 4 


tion, when it will be confi dered, that-to | 5 


Have Sreat relations, and to be forſaken by | 


them; is more diſadvantagecus to a man's "0 

| Fortune, than to have no relations alive i in 155 

7 1 £4433 4 HET 
the whole world: It. carries a preſump- 5 


tion along With it, that he bas been guilty * 
of ſome Very criminal r diſhonoural S 
| action, by whi uc! ch he Wd [forfeited the el- 5 5 
icem of fs neareſt Kit C- and” of thoſe who 5 
are moſt immediately concerned ; in bis 
„ Saad | 
As to hk fibject Het ar many of 1 1 
Letters, the teader, 1 believe, will at 
it interefting. Though the facts be not 
new, nor the heads 5 the debates on 
them which 1 have given, 1 Have ſotne2 
times ventüred to reaſon upon them inn 

my. own + cer. - If TE have, - thereby, 1 
an ard . thrown 


CCC (vii 
chroyn no new light on ſome principal 
queſtions, my relation of the tranſactions 
1 have mentioned will, at leaſt, ſerve 
| ſome future hiſtorian, as corroboratingevi- 
| dence, to prove what actually did paſs in 
certain debates in the Houſe of Commons. 
Had I however formerly imagined, I 
ſhould have ever made other uſe of theſe 
Letters, than as memorandums for my 
own reading (which I did not think of at 
| firſt, or I would have kept copies from the 
| beginning of my correſpondence) I ſhould 
have been at more pains in their compo- 
|} fition. To alter their ſtile now, would 
= take off from their appearance of origi- 
nality, and thwart the deſign of their 
| publication. * am not ſo ſolicitous about 
| the reputation of a good writer, as to pre- 
| ſerve in the world the dae has a good 
Citizen, | „ ro 33 
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3p re Lon HOPE. 


for, as I ſaw the merits were not on lord 
_ Granby's ſide, and I could not vote againſt 


Le to be abſent at che diviſion; / 


| but the Douglas cauſe. Lord Advocate 
finiſhed his ſpeech there yeſterday; it had 
Alaſted three days, and he ſpoke. between 
four and five hours every day. People in 
general am to: think ey well both of 


L E 5 ”T E : 


Q. 4 „ 
1 $BNT n N on Saturday laſt, 
having nothing to mention but the de- 
ciſion of the Bramber election: it went, 


cContrary to my expectation, in favour of 
the petitioners; but I had no hand in it, 


him, I was glad to get ſomebody to draw 
off with me. Mr. George Clive and 17 


There is nothing in the Houſe of Lords 


e _e his cauſe... 


* * 


7 e 1 


* 


bis main argument containe 
the ſubtlety of the law. He ſaid, that 


ſwe red by lord North, 
objection to the 


(109 
We had a good deal of converſation yeſ- 
terday in the Houſe of Commons, on the 
ſubject of Mr. Wilkes. Mr. Martin; the 
banker, made a motion, that John Wilkes, 
Eſq; a member of this Houſe, tho co y '- 
ed in the King's Bench priſon for publ 
ing a ſcandalous and ſeditious libel,” was 
entitled to privilege of parliament. He 
introduced it with a very ſenſible ſtudied 
ſpeech on the liberties of the ſubject; but 
556 Hach Bj FE 


aſe of Coma 


the reſolution of the la 


mons declared the brite and publiſher of 


a liel not entitled to privileg, it oughbt 
to have been the writer or publiſher to 


have comprehended Mr. Wilkes, who, 
being convicted only of publiſting. Was 


guilty but of half the erime. He was an- 

who ſaid he had do 
motion, provided he had 
leave ts make ſome amendments to it for 


he ſaid it was neceſſary (ance Mr. Wilkes 
was there deſeribed) to give the whole of 
bis deſcription, and then gentlemen would 
be able mot properly to judge if Mr. 
Wilkes was tine to privilege. He ac- 


"Fs ; 5 cordingly 5 


ec 


1 


(@as' * 2 ; 
ie leave to add, * chat being. 


Ln confined for writing and publiſhing 


6 g prophane, impious and obſoene libel, 


% &.“ Altho“ ſome objections were made 


to this amendment, becauſe ĩt was alledged, 
that Mr. Wilkes was not in actual con- 
finement for the laſt offence; but for the 


_ firſt, They were however'overstuled;/and 
| Mr. Martin and his friends then deſired 
; leave to withdraw the motion, and call for 
| the order: 


the dg) 20 They dilclaimed 
all intentions of making it a Particular — 


caſe! of Mr. Wilkes; they ſaid they in- 


tended the Hotion, by way of reſeinding 
the former reſolution of parliament; and 
- as it was a general caſe, they did not de- 


fire Mr. Wilkes to be particularly men- 


tioned in it; they deſired to have another 
day fixed for debating it in form. It was 


anſwered, that whatever were their i inten- 


tions, Mr. Wilkes had been particularly 


mentioned and deſcribed; and as that gen- 
tleman was to appear at the bar on F ridayx 
next, it was extremely proper to determine 


before that day, whether he Was eatitled. 


to privilege or not. 


Ba: The 


nm); 
The order of the day was therefore op 


poſed, and the queſtion being put, W ech 1 


the order of the day ſhould be called for? 
It was carried in the negative, 155 to 71. 
It was then voted, without further debate, 
that Mr. John Wilkes was not entitled to 
privilege of parliament. The ſpeakers o] 


Beckford, Mr.Grenville, Mr. Dowdeſwell, 
Mr. Barre, Mr. Glynn, Sir William Me- 
= Sir George Saville, Mr, Burke and 
Mr. James Townſhend. .. Beſides lord 
| North, Mr. Conway and Mr. Dyſon, there 
were very few ſpeaker een nn. = 


* 
" * 7 y 5 Ju 7 % 
11 as $63 $1} 5 # 1 48 
* = 
"y — «ff : 1 2 * 
1 3 £1 * of? l , F + 4 "7 a 
* 5 . 3 . 4 — . * „ it + 68-7 ** 
7 * * ; . 2 21 ( 
Ly 4 FI $ 4 \ 4 
68} . % x N De 14 f +43 
: 
1 i & 
* 1 1 * * 
, 2 1 


the contrary ſide, were Mr. Martin, Mr. 
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63 + 4/2 14. London, 30 Jan, 1769 
Think it was on Tueſday that 1 wrote 
12 to you laſt; I intended to have diſ- 
patched you another letter on Thurſday, 
but I came home ſo ill from the Houſe of 
Commons, that I was obliged to go im- 
mediately to bed. I lay there quietly for 
two days, which, with your favourite re- 
medy of bleeding, has freed me almoſt of 


„Lend dern 


my complaints ; a fever and a ſtiff back?“ 


Having been confined ſo long, and having 
had nobody but fellow citizens near me, I 
ſhall be at a loſs to fill up my ſheet with 
news; but if I find myſelf difficulted, I 
can give you ſome of my ſick-bed medi- 
tations; and ſhould they not afford you 
equal edification with my political intelli- 
gence, you muſt have the charity to ſup- 
dae they are but the nN of a ap b 
tempered brain. 
Ns The Houſe of Lords ho 185 con- 
ſtantly employed in the Douglaſs cauſe. 


> ——- 


pd 


N 
' 


ON; 1 


The Advocate 1 am told finiſhed his 9 | 


ſo pathetically, as to draw tears from ma- 
ny of his hearers, I believe. almoſt all 


the council have now ſpoken. Wedder- 


burn ſhone greatly. As I have not been 


| can give nockind of opinion about the me- 
rits of the pleading. The Lords h 


in dhe Houſe myſelf, and have ſeen but 


- * 


api Pl on lately who had been there, : 


on the cauſe on Wedneſday: next. 


A. 


z The Houſe of Commons were laſt Wed⸗ 
neſday occupied in reading the American 
papers: Copies of all letters and in- 
ſtructions paſſed between his Majeſty's | 
miniſters, governors and commanding of- 

| 7 4 on the affairs of our colonies for | 

_ theſe two years laſt paſt. / They were vo- 
 luntarily laid before us by government, al- 
though alderman Beckford had threatened : 
2 call for them, if they were not produ- 


d. Apropos of the Alderman; in con- 


kee. of a letter from Meſſrs. Hope of 
g Amſterdam, He has made: me very n 


promiſes of friendſhip and ſupport. The 
confiderationof the American affairs (ad- 


jounned to Thurſday laſt) engaged the 
in a g To". that laſted till 


four 


9 


8 


four o'clock in tlie morhing; I was obli- 


(15) 


ged to withdraw myſelf before the debate 
Was half over. The firſt part of it Was 


| upon the queſtion of receiving a petition 


from an inhabitant of Boſton, and the 
Houſe, uponia diviſion of 136 to roh, re. 


ſolved not to receive eo 1 Ani 1 ö 


ICS 


pers; and it heing moved, that the Cum. 


The Hduſe then reſolved itſelf into a 
committe tõ conſider ef the Americ: 17 pa- 


mittee ſſiould agree to qheæ ſeveral» reſolu- 


ttions of te Lords, ſent doion for our con- 
._ 4currence; it Gr nh ie x2 the a 


The votes were 


ſeveral reſolutions declated all the uo 


ings, at the late meetings of 1 


tants of our colonies, aff 


authority of the governors, b * illegalz 


the circular letters from the different pro- 
vinces to be unwarrantable and -unjuſti- | 


flable; the late riots and: diſturbances in 


the colonies; to be ſubverſive of all order 


Ad government; with many farther de- 


clarations equally indiſputable by any bo- 


dy, born on this ſide of the Atlantic; and 


too long fur me to trouble you with at 
W To theſe .raſglutions: was added 


— 


6 667 


- petition to his Majeſty, to inſtruct his 


governors and commanding | officers in 


America, to apprehend all perſons fuſ- 


pected of treaſon or miſprifion of treaſon, 


and to ſend them over to Great Britain, to 


be tried before the Lord Chief Juſtice. 
Now, I think, I cannot time my ſick- bed 


meditations more properly than at this 


very period. If I had ſpoken in the 
* I ſhould have touched on none of 


the arguments againſt this laſt patriatic 
meaſure, which were advanced by much 


more learned and reſpectable members; 
Hut T ſhould have begged leave to obſerve, 
that it would not be improper, before we 
gave our concurrence to the petition, to 
conſider maturely of this previous queſ- 


tion; whether, to all human appearance, 
ve were moſt likely to preſerve the coloniſts 


united to us, for a longer ſpace of time, 
by allowing them all the privileges of Bri- 


tons, and by treating them mildly as fel- 


low ſubjects, than by governing them diſ - 
poticly as a conquered. people. That, by 
nature, that extenſive country of North 
America has never been ordained to be 
ultimately ruled by this little iſland. In a 
e ar a 3 


/ 
F 


* 
F 


few years we muſt SU to fee the Ame⸗ 
15500 become independent and ſhake us, | 
off. "Thar no one can doubt, that, With | 
an army lately oppdſed't to half th a 


of Europe, We are not. at preſent a le. to. 
keep the colonies 1 in fubjection; but whe=. | 


ther we hall be ſufficiently ſtrong to do + 4 
when we hall have the united forces of 
France and Spain armed again for our de- 5 
ſtruction, is a _ confideration that ſhould 
make us pauſe; "that the " ſuppoſed 1 that. | 
point had been ſeriouſly deliberated upon i in 

the Cabinet Council, Vet having heard po- 5 


thing of it agitated in Parliament, 1 Bad 5 


taken the ; Hberty | to ſuggeſt it to the Com- 
l as 4 a matter OR 2 77 worthy of 


. EE) 


bv order, Re - Saint f to addrefs kts Ma 2 
£ jeſty, to 1 nſtruct the 2 8 of the 5 
ſeveral colonies,” to vignify to to he alem 
blies (when the) Were again be, 
for, at preſent, there is not one of chem ; 
but what has been haſtily diſſolved) chat 
it was his Majefty' 8 deſire, they ſhould ſend, | 
commiſſioners to treat. With is Parlia- 
8 F ment; 


-< 18 > ; | 
ment z to, "repreſent their grievances, and 
ng! conſult in what manner they ſhould be. 
hereafter governed, by Great Britain. That 
the late meaſures of the miniſtry were 
certainly juſtifiable by precedent, and the 


4 


antient method of ruling. the. colonies. 1 


but that no one could imagine they could 
long prevail, after riches, encreaſed popu- 
lation, and amicable confederacies ſhould, 
have united the Americans to oppoſe them 3 
and ſhould have emboldened thoſe deſcen- : 
dents of P Preſbyterians, Puritans, Dutch 
Lepublicans, and Independants, to ſtand 5 
forth and aſſert thole, principles of liberty, Tp 
which lie latent in their breaſts; that all. 
the petitions. and remonſtrances ſent over 4 
from them are ſcarcely, as yet, overt 
marks of what we may expect. That the 
above meaſure, if it had no other effect, | 
would. at leaſt _ quiet the minds of aur fel⸗ 
low ſubjects, and gain time for the proſe - 
cution of violent meaſures, if no agree-; 
ment for an union with our colonies Paſt 
take place. 3 
5 1 muſt make. my 3 Sa. or I 
all h W no time to e any thing 


3 Tz 


% R i 2 4 8 bi * * x O 
3 . » f 


Lage EH role, 
"x th © 4 
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690 
che proceedings on Mr. Wilkes" paths 
tion. The tranſition you'll perhaps think 


very natural, wot with the ſmaller hefitation 
1 5 4 proceed." — 4149 elt 1 C3 2 Ji 1 8 W 


mitted to the bat of 


Mr. Wilke WAS a 


a Heuſe on Friday aft, ' when be' ſub. 


mitted to the Houſe whether he, being 
elected a Knight of the Shire, &c. could 
be at the bar of the Houſe, without deli. - 


vering in his qualification, and taking the 


oath required by act of parliament, paſſed 
| In the third year of his late Majeſty's reign, 


entituled, An act to enforce and render 
more effectual the laws relating to the qua- 


lification of the members, &c. He was 


ordered to withdraw; and the Houſe then 


his preſent fituation at the bar, without 


taking the oaths, was not any offence 
within the intent and meaning of the act 
aforeſaid. Previous to that reſolution the 
Houſe, by a majority of 278 to 126, had 


peſolved that the council for Mr. Wilkes 


cz 6 "On 


"this 


_ reſolved, that Mr. Wilkes's appearing in 


be not admitted to be heard on any of the 
allegations contained in his petition, ex- 
5 mp thoſe of the W of the re- 


[1 


tion 
t if 
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tloidw avitiensc by 16 at d 646, in 
N Hive not been out ſines my laſt; ſo all 
the news* I can give you is from hear- 
87 Me. Wilkes has engaged the atten- 


tion of the public ſo mueh this week, that 


Vl 


no body has enquired what was paffing in 


the Houſe of Lords, or what has been 
done in the Douglaſs cauſe. The Com- 
mons haue been employed theſe four days 
on the ſubject of Mr. Wilkes, and have ſat 
| every day til] between two and four o'clock 
in the morning; they firſt found his peti- 
tion friyolous, wicked, and malicious, and 
. Voted accordingly; they next concurred 
with the reſolution of the Lords, decla- 


ring his introductory letter to the copy of 


one publiſhed in the St. James's Chronicle, 
from lord Weymouth to Daniel Ponton, 
to be a ſcandalous and ſeditious libel; and 
laſtly; they have expelled him the Houſe 
of Commons; but in what manner, or how 
the motion for his expulſion was worded, | 


I have Hob] been able to learn, They fay. 
| a bill 


—ů — 


A bill is to follow next, to render him for 
ever incapable of fitting in Parliament, 


without, wh 


they certain 


will have 


done nothing. to the purpoſe. my ſuppoſe at ©}, 


alderman; he will. 
1e trouble 


woul 
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in that 2 th an ever 
do with his oratory in 


will be a bill of pains and penalties, which 
will alſo incapacitate him from being an 


otherwiſe give ec 
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451 : dt 1 5 Init London, 7 Feb. 1769. 
81am NO to go abroad yet 


(any farther! than to take an hour's 
airing) I know nothing of what is paſſing 
at Weſtminſter, and all my intelligence 
is, of courſe, confined to the two incloſed 
papers: The votes of the Houſe of Com- 
mons of Friday laſt, containing the reſo- 
lution of Mr. Wilkes's expulſion; and 
the ſaid gentleman's addreſs to the free- 
holders of Middleſex, in conſequence of 
that reſolution. Mark the number 45 of 
the votes, which ſome think has come as 
a judgment upon him; but, which will 
ſtill remain his lucky number, if the mi- 
niſtry are not able to proceed. The car- 
rying this point of expelling Mr. Wilkes, 
and the propoſed voting of a ſupply 
for the 500,000 l. arrears of the civil liſt, 
are the conditions on which the preſent 
i people, "tis faid, are CI in admi- 
niſtration. | | 


You'll 


af - 


* ou'l ſee i in the news, that ts i „Nor- 


ht 
off with a penſion of 18001. . 
the oo, oO 1. above · mentioned, I chink 
it would not he amiſs 1b vote a'million 
n to tp , tO) be * amaby 


„ 18 „„ 
I. E T TER * ef 


To THE EARL er {OB 


| a 14 Londen, 11 Feb. 1769. 
Lon Hope tells me, it is more 5 N 

per I ſhould addreſs my Gazettes to 
your Lordſhip, as the head of the family, 
than to him, who is but a feeble; limb, 
and this reaſon he has accompanied with 
ſuch a prevailing argument of two hunt 
dred pound weight“, that there is no with 
ſtanding it; I muſt in future | addreſs = 
them to your Lordſhip, though. I ſhould = 
riſk, by my hh * Tories: FRE 


| 2 3 
I have not begin at «ba Houſe of - 55 


mons ſince my illneſs; ſo that my ſtocck 
of intelligence is very ſmall. As my doc 
tor allows me to go there on Menday, 5 


cept the report of the Committee on the 
American affairs on Wedneſday laſt, when, * 
after a long debate, the Houſe reſolved 


to concur with the reſolutions ſent down : 


21 payment of an annuity, granted me by the earl of 
Hopetoun, towards defraying my expences. during the 
time I ſhould remain in Parliament, and which of courſe 1 


1 on 5 ee ee 


* 


} 

14 
1 
+3 
44 


i 
: 
| 
: 
| 
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(26) 


to them AY the Houſe of Lords, no- 
© thing has been going forward ſince my 
laſt letter, but the hearing of the petition 

' againſt the Northampton election. Iam 


told it is likely to be determined again 


the fitting members. EY 


. Captain Stewart ſays, he has ned from 


e authority, that Mr. Dundas 
is to withdraw his petition againſt me ; f | 
have heard nothing of it bere, che per 


haps I may before the 28th. TY 
Mir. Dundas was accidentally OE RO 


to the duke of Grafton, by lord Roſeberry, 
on the very day on which I paid my reſpects 


to his Grace; and 1 had the ſatisfaction tv 


ſee he only made Mr. Dundas a formal 
dry bow; but, when it came to my turn, 


he aſked me 1 ſuppoſe as mags. 4 mem- N 
va ſome very civil queſtions. 
It is ſuppoſed the Houſe of Lords will 


| bai 175 e ee n next we: 


65 


413 1 4 Lan c. 
1 „ 4 5+ 4 3 * 


3 


Hp ; Fs incloſe to out Lordthip 8 
votes, with tlie reſolutions regarding 


America. Pleaſe to order theſe and wad 


laſt ſent to be returned tome, 
8 e L E T. 


[nb 1 Pug H little has paſſed this wee 


: 14 5 (27, ). 
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wh; ook ant 18 Feb. 17696... 4 
le 


+ Bp 
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3 1 4 


i 1 * has not been barren of events 


1 1978 Wilkes, as tlie papers will haye 3 in- 55 


formed your Lordſhip. Was without op. | 
poſi tion rechoſen for Middleſex on Thurſ⸗ N 


day laſt, and yeſterday (the very day after 


motion were, that it was wholly unpre- 
cedented; that Sir Robert Walpole's $ caſe 


5 his election) he was, . by a reſolution of 7 


the Houſe of Commons, declared i incapa- 
ble of ſitting. in the. preſent Parliament, 
The motion was. made by lord. Strange i in 


theſe words: 3 


T hat. Mr. John Wilkes, having. EI 3 
expelled this Houſe, was and is thereby _ 


1 incapacitated from being elected to fit. in 
this preſent parliament. 155 


N BY 


The principal objections 21. to this 


Was the only one that approached it; but 
that, though he did not, after being ex- 


pelled, ſit again in the ſame parliament, 
yet it . . otherwiſe declared that be 
SE ĩᷣ could 


42 
a 


* 


the expelling g him 


- Oo ff y. 
St nob kt, 3 a EVP expul- 


ſion; - that ſuch a reſolution was an in- 


5 fringement upon the rights of election in 


the people, which, if once allowed, there 


| would remain but one ſtep more to de- 


prive them totally of their freedom of 
election; and that would be, to declare 
whom they ſhould and muſt elect to re- 
pteſent Wan in Parliament; that he n= 
pelli ng Mr. Wilkes the firſt time was burt 
a cenſure, declaring | the fenſe of the 


Houſe, that he Was an unfit perſon to ſit 


among them, and thereby returning him 


to his conſtituents for their reconſidera- 0 


tion; but if they, of a different c opinion, 


thought proper to obtrude him on the 


Houſe, there' was no precedent to juſtify 
r ever. That, in this 
jaſt caſe, his expulſion ' be, ame 1 püniſh- 
ment, and a heavy one too, for offences EN 


for Which, by the laws of his country, he 

| had already ſuffered. —When it was per- 

; ceived. that thoſe arguments had no effect, 

3 an amendment Was prop oſed to” the mo- 
| tion, of adding or f pecifying the offences 
ie for which he had Vid expelled ; by which 
& would have been avoided the precedent of 


> — 


<p 


3 5 5 
A ; petſon becoming incap intel wok ber 
ing re- elected, on be le event of — 
being once expelled the Houſe. But th 
motion without amendment Was igel | 
Olly. and for reaſons alledged, that Sir. Ro- 
bert Walpole. having beta repeatedly « „ 
pelled the Houſe, i it was tacitly underſtagd | 
ih that he could 1 not fit again in the ſame par- 
liament; that an expulſion in the preſent 
caſe would. be a mere mocker if it did nat 
im port, that the e could not be 
re- elected ; that it was ſafer, by a d reolution 
of the Houle, to expel and declare 4 a mem- m- 
| ber for any offence incapacitated from ſit- 
| tiog in Parliament, than, by an act of the 
n_ e, N to FPS: any 8 


12 


fx (ich. bY [Rn 1525 ET, 9770 

per ſifled in re- elecling Mr. Wuütes, .as "as 
| Was "intimated by an. et Bente 
tleman* they Would do, aotorithtiodin ng 
the reſolution 'of 4 "Houſe, they ” ſhall 
Either remain without a ſecond repreſenta- 

tive, or whoever ſhalt be choſen in oppo- . 
Wied es Mr. Wilkes ** he but twenty 
votes) 


— 


# 


. Toe) 
votes) will be 2 to take his ſeats 
The queſtion being put for the amend- 
ment, the ay's were 109 and the no's 228. 
And the queſtion being then put fot the 
motion, the ay's were 21 8 and the no's 102. 
In the debate, Mr. James Townſend, 
the principal friend and ſupporter of Mr. 
Wilkes, begged | leave to inform the Houſe 
of what he knew. wete the ſentiments | 


| and. firm determination of two thouſand 5 


frecholders of the county. of Middleſex ; ; 
they were reſolved, he ſaid, to elect 
Mr. ” Wilkes every time the Houſe ſhould | 
| expel him ; and that if the Houſe perſiſted 
in refuſing him his ſeat, they would pe- 
- tition his Majeſty to diſſolve this, parlia- 
ment. Lord North, upon this, got up in 
2 great rage, and 1 more than I have 
time to repeat, in threats and menaces 
againſt ſuch petitions; ; but he was called 
to order by Sir George Sayile, who told ; 


him, every frecholder in the kin gdom had 


ns 


a right to petition for w. at it Was in the 


#4 "4 Yo 2 


power of the crown to grant, 
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LETTER” vi. 5 


re THE, BARL or HOPETOUN. 


S | „ 


London, 4 March 5 ing 

Tu H O V GH I wrote to your Lordſhip 
| on Monday laſt, I find I can ſcarcely 
diſpatch you two Gazettes | in the week, 

and that I have promiſed more than I can 
eaſily perform. But tis leſs for want of 
| ſubject, than for want of leiſure that 1 


am likely to fail. 5 
On Tueſday laſt his Majeſty ſent by 


= lord North the following e to the 
Houſe of Commons. 


His Maj jeſty finds it Shy to ac- 
. 40 quaint the Houſe of Commons, that 


be theexpence of his civil government ha- 
eving exceeded the revenue ſettled on 
« his Majeſty by Parliament for defraying 
* ſuch expences, he has been obliged to 
% incur a debt of more than 500,000 1, 


4. an account of which he has ordered to | 


4% be laid before this Houſe, relying on 
the known zeal and affection of his 
E faithful al Commons, that they will make 


* 8 k * 4 


pro- 


- p- 


| ſation in the Houſe that evening; 
ſtance of which your Lordſhip will rea- 


N 
— —— — — — — — 
* 


8 320 


* proviſion for enabling. his Majeſty to 
C N —ꝛ el 


This occaſioned a great deal of conver- 


dix copjecture, when 1 inform you, 5 
that motion were made to addreſs his 
Majeſty to lay before the "Houſe the "ac- 


counts of al} his. diſburſements ſince his 


acceſſion to the throne, ſpecifying the diſ- 
burſements of each year ; viz, for ſecret 
ſervices; penſions, bounties, contingen- 
cles, civil liſt government, the ſupport 
and maintenance of his houſehold and 
royal family, and all ſum or ſums to any 


perſon or perſons whatſoever, Theſe mo- 


tions, however, were agreed to, and his 
Majeſty” ” meſſage was referred to a come 
mittee to fit next day but when a motion 
was then made (before the Speaker left 


20 the chair) *<* that there be an inſtruction 


| 4 to the committee, that, before they 


4 proceed to .confider of his Majeſty's 


4 moſt gracious meſſage, they do confider 
«6 of the cauſes of the debts. due on ac- 


4 count of the civil lit ;” a very warm 


debate — and it — in the nega- 
tive 


* 


(33 1 


tive 248 to 135. The arguments made 
uſe of for the motion, during the time 1 
ſaid in the debate, ſeem to me to be ſo 
plain and convincing to every conſiderate 
perſon, that it would be an inſult to 
common ſenſe to mention them: 5 


The ſpeakers on the contrary fide hed . 


not one argument to give againſt the pre- 
vious examination of the accounts, but 
the delay it would occaſion in paying his 
Majeſty's creditors. They advanced ſeve- 
ral very plauſible. reaſons why the money 
- ſhould, in the main, be granted to his 
Majeſty ; ſuch as, that no king had ever 
been ſo basale to his people; that he 
had given up to the public all his con- 
| queſts and ceded: iſlands ; that he had gi. 
ven the public his ſhare of the produce of - 
the French prizes taken before'and during 
the laſt wary (if this ſcrawl ſhould be tranſ- 
mitted to after ages, that word before will 
perhaps puzzle their commentators) that 
hae had not made his claim on the Eaſt India 
ü company for the conqueſts made by his 
troops in Bengal; and that, notwithſtand- 
ing the expences of his coronation, mar- 
: Rage, &. it would be found his preſent 
E 1 = on * 8 


* 1 


* 


(34) 


4 Majeſty's yearly diſburſements had not ex- 


ceeded thoſe of his father, whom every 


body allowed to have been' a very frugal 


prince. How far theſe arguments will 
juſtify us to the people, for voting away 
their money to the king, without know=- 


| ing how it is employed, a little time will 
| ſhew; ſo much however may be expected 
from it, that an additional weight will be 
given to the inſtructions coming from all 
parts of the country, to examine into the 
number of penſioners, and to petition for 


a ſhorter duration of parliament. It real- 
ly bears the ſemblance of "__ _—y 
into our own pockets. ' © 

Before I have filled my ſheet, PI give 
«little news for the ladies. The dutcheſs 


of Douglas is become very popular by her 


behaviour during the late cauſe, and the 


duke of Queenſbury is not leſs eſteemed 3 


neither of theſe two, nor Douglas him- 
ſelf, were known to folicit one lord for 
his attendance at the appeal. This the 
archbiſhop of Vork aſſured me was true. 


The other party were far from being ſo 


nice. Five lords proteſted, whoſe names I 
have not correct. I'll ſend them by my next. 


(35). 


By way. of e to my Ga- 
zette, all petitions (excepting ſeven) 
againſt elections of members of parlia- 
ment, are put off till next ſeſſion. Three 
. theſe are at the Bar, and four at the 

Committee. The ſum granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, for the arrears of the civil 2 
513.511 L 5 | 
Since the above, 1 wan "cp 5 names 

of the lords who proteſted againſt rever- 
ſing the judgment on the Douglas cauſe; 
they are, the duke of Bedford, and the 
lords Sandwich, Briſtol, Milton and Dag 
J There were one hundred * fx Jords 
in . in N Houle, - 
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LETTER vin. e 


To THE. EARL or HorRTON. 


be 1a 255 5 London, 11 March, i969. 
Fr HE ny tranſaction of this week 


worth the mentioning, is the mo- 
tion Mr. Edmund Burke made laſt 
Wedneſday in the Houſe of Commons: - 
That a Committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the conduct of the magiſtrates, 
and the employment of the military power 
in ſuppreſſing of the riots and tumults in 
St. George's Fields, on the 10th of May 
laſt; and into the orders and directions gi- 

ven relatiye thereto by any of his Majeſty's 
ſecretaries of ſtate, or by his ſecretary at 
war, together with the courſe which has 
been held, concerning the public proſecu- 
tions on that occafion. —Mr, Burke intro- 


duced this motion with a very learned and 


ingenious ſpeech that laſted two hours, 
He began by exprefling his concern at be- 
_ Ing obliged, from motives entirely patri- 
otic, to demand an enquiry into an affair, 
that might -bring blame upon any perſons 
concerned in it; but that he had purpoſe- 


Fd z7 
N: ; 5 
bl 
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7 * 
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iy delayed it until this time; that it might 
have the leſs appearance of party- work, 
and might not be connected with the late 
proceedings relative to Mr. Wilkes. He 
next went through all the known argu- 
ments againſt a ſtanding army, and the 
evils to be dreaded from it, if the late 


1 proceedings were countenanced and appro- 


ved; he declared his apprehenſion that 


they were but too near us; for he could 


perceive, from the whole tenor of the 
conduct of the miniſters, a regular plan 


laid down to enſlave this country; and 


this he endeavoured to prove, from the 


letter of lord Weymouth to the juſtices of 
the peace, previous to the firing of the 


ſoldiers on the | roth of May; from the 
ready uſe the juſtices made of thoſe ſol- 


i diers' from lord Barrington's letter to'the 


commanding officer of the guards; deſi- 


7 ring him to return his Majeſty' s thanks to 


the officers and ſoldiers for their good be- 


Hhaviour, and their alacrity in the execu⸗- 
tion of their duty on that day; and from 


the reward of thi ty guineas given to the 


Private ſoldier, who by miſtake had been 
ra au ” tried for the murder of 


young 


— 


3 « 35 5 
young Allen; -whilt the man, really 
guilty, had been ſuffered to eſcape, and 
has never heen proſecuted againſt, as a de- 
ſerter from his regiment and duty, in the 
military way.; from all which, he-faid, it 
was plain, that there was a form'd deſign 15 
of incorporating the military with the ci- 
vil police of this country, and of making 
uſe of the ſoldiers, not as a laſt reſource, 
but as the firſt and ordinary ſervants and 
conſtables of the civil government, There 
was ſome appearance of truth in this laſt 
remark, and it might have carried ſome 
_ weight with it, had the laſt riots at Brent» | | 
ford not been cited, where the whole diſ- 
turbance had been quieted by the civil of 
ficers alone. The miniſters, then offered 
in excuſe for themſelves, that it was well 
known, that the tumults bad raged for ſe- 
veral days in this city, and had baffled all 
2 force and endeavours of the civil pow-- 
„ before the military, on the 10th of 
þ» =D had been called to their aſhſtance ; 
that lord Weymouth's letter had been in- 
tended to encourage the juſtices to perform 
their duty ; and that lord Barrington's let- 
1 * was not Judged at all een, when 


- 


% 


the means were conſidered which had 
been uſed to ſtir up the ſoldiers to mutinys 
and to intimidate them, with legal proſe- 
cutions; againſt obeying the commands of 
their officers: In ſhort, the motion for 
the enquiry was rejected by a majority of 
to 39. Had Mr. Burke's ſole inten- 
tion been to limit the uſe of ſoldiers in 
e civil police of this country, and had 
an enquiry into an affair, which had al- 
ready been enquired into in the courts of 
juſtice, he might _ a better you 


thedvifon.:£{is;h! 7, to 1:18 
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The only thing dle ot conſequence in 


the Houſe, this laſt week; was the firſt 
reading of a bill to diſſolve the ae 
of the duke 0 Grafton. bas ; cor hor 
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n e oft e oel, me 


pn INR my lat letter to your Lord- 
ſhip, we have had ansther g petit "lf 


from North America preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons. It Was a petition, | 


or. rather repreſentation, from the general 5 
aſſembly of New Vork, which was refu- 
fed to be received by the Houſe,” becauſe 


1 repreſentation expreſſed : a doubt 2 the es 


right of the legiſlature of Great Britain 
to tax- the colonies. On Thurſday laſt 


Mr. Wilkes was again elected withaut 5 
oppaſition, to repreſent the county..of 


Middleſex ; and yeſterday the return was 


made to the Houſe. A motion was then 
made by Mr. Rigby, that the eleQion and 


return of John Wilkes to ſerve the coun- 
ty of Middleſex in the preſent parliament 


are null and void; which, without much 


debate, was agreed to by all parties; every 


one being of opinion, that after the laſt 
reſolution of the Houſe, declaring him in- 


” capable 'of — in the preſent parlia- 


ment, 


\ 


„ 
ment, he d not, at leaff 


5 for this at. 


ſion, be admitted into the Houſe. His 
friends, however, pleaded much to have 
the affair lie dormant, rather than to have 
this unpopular, un precedented conteſt con- 
tinued with the county of Middleſex  # 
but their arguments had no weight; and 
another motion was. immediately made, 
that the Speaker do give his order to the 
Clerk of the Crown, to iſſue a new writ 
f for the election of another member for the 
county of Middleſex, in the room of John 
| Wilkes, whoſe election and return had 
been declared null and void, as being in- 
capable of being elected to adit in the een 
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wendet e vs "3 
—_— 5 — Journey to Bath, yo 
Lordſhip has loft little information by it; 
for not much has occurred worth the 
mentioning. The principal occurrences 'of- 
laſt week were, the ordering the ſheriff of 
Cumberland into the cuſtody of the fer- 
jeant at arms for his partial and egal 
conduct at the election of a member for 
that county; - and the ordering the ſhe- 
riffs of Middleſex to take care the peace 
be kept on Thurſday at the election at 
Ml Brentford ; both which reſolutions occa- 
ſſ.oned a great deal of converſation, and re- 
pʒetition of arguments already worn out in 

| the courſe of the debates of this ſeſſion. 
i Me have alſo had agood deal of diſcourſe 
| 


on the ſubject of a petition that was offered 
to the Houſe from Bingley, the printer of 
the North Briton. He is ſtill confined in 
the King's Bench priſon, to which he was 
comn — fp an attachment from the 
Court 


. (aad among whom the Solicitor General) 


Odurt of King's akg bor writing: 
publihing a tibet' againſt the Chief Juſ- 
tice. He complained of that attachment 
as being oppreflive and illegal; and his e- 
cond grieuanee was, that he could not be 
enlarged until he ſhould ſabmit to a moſt 
_ -uncbnſtitutipnal trial of anſwering the ins 
_ terrogatories of the Court, and thereby to 
accuſe himſelf ; which the law of the land 
.poſitix ne ——The Houſe adjudg'd 
zroper to receive the ' petition; be- 
-Court had procesded againſt him 
* and and in no other 
manner łhan had hitherto been the practice 
of chat Court. Several gentlemen, however, 


were of opinion, that the above euſtom, 


with regard to making a man anſwer the 
interrogatories of the Court, ought bya de- 
_ claratory law y to de altered but all agrerd, 
hat the arreſting and impriſoning a perſon 
by attachment, muſt ever remain the prac- 
tice, while there is any concern for the 
dignity and authority of our Courts, _ 
| Yeſterday we had the budget opened; _ 


when the ways and means were ſpecified _ 


to, the [i ns of 6,688,088 1, which, not- 
F EE ans with 


withſtanding | the go, oo 1. granted to 


pay off the civil lit, and 400,0001. to pay 
the navy debt, exceeds the ſum of the 


ſupplies voted to his Majeſty by 54.0556 1. 
and as the fore mentioned ſums, amount- 


ing to 990,008 l. are nothing of the cur- 
rent expences in à year of peace, there 


will be next year an an overplus of one mil- 


lion towards payment of the national debt 
Which the Chancellor of the Exuhequer. 
aſſured us, would, in the year after, amount 
to near two millions. All the new mo- 
ney demanded to be raiſed was a ſum of 
199, ooo l. which is to be effected by a 
Lottery of 600, 00 l. in 60, ooo tickets, 
which the government is to ſell to the 
ſubſcribers at 131. per ticket. i he prizes 
are to be paid at the Bank without deduce» 


tion; and of courſe will be 11 per cent. 
higher in value, than thoſe paid by. Mares 
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abe | London 5 April, ae 
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votes,” the ſecond 47 the third 2, and 
the laſt none at all; Mr. Wilkes of courſe 


nt on very quitely and regularly at the 


detection; but à great mob being aſfem- 


bled to ſee the proceſſion return from 
Brentford, and it growing late in the even- 


ing before it appeared, the Wilkites, i in ; 


1 waiting ſo long, became very impatient, 


ſtreets to be illuminated; I which was ac- 


cordingly perf rmed to their entite ſatik- 
. maveaig in r 
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was declared duly elected. Every ching 


> 


for their amuſement” ordered the 


the alterations and amendments propoſed 


W. a4 g * 


1 1 Have deferred. for ſome; days writing t 


the noblemen and gentlemen from Scot- 
lands on the conſideration of this bill, it 
was agreed, that ſuch a material alteration 
n the law of Scotland ought not to paſb 
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LETTER. XII 


10 THE BARL oF HOPETOUK: 
1 London, 18 April, 1769. 


your Lordſhip, expecting to have re- 
ceived 2 copy of the incloſed bill, with - 


to it; but as it has not appeared, I muſt 
forward your Lordſhip this one & as it is, 


and I ſhall ſend the other as ſoon as it 


comes to my hands. At the meeting of 


in Parliament without a more thoroug 


knowledge of the ſenſe of he 1 the landholders 


of the country; and that it ſhall not there- 


fore go through the Houſe of Commons 


uy next, gs. 1e — ongh n 


„A bill to encourage che improvement of ad. 
= tenements, and hereditaments, held under ſettlements S 
of tric entail, in that part of Great Britain called 


RENT TORY or” I” N * * I * 9 * 
7 n Ly = 
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4 - 27 5 
* F ad & * 


- theduke of * at the meeting, 
| who told me, he had ſpoken to Sir Edward 
Hawke two or three times about. young 


Baillie, bot could et no Fey" an- 


ſwer. 


* 8 c 
' 43 2 


it only paiſed by a majority of five votes. 


That was owing to a clauſe to make the 
militia perpetual, which the enemies to 


- the militia availed themſelves of to argue 


upon, and gain recruits. to the oppoſition- 


Aud as it ſeemed to turn upon this, that 
either we were to make the militia perpe- 


0 humble opinion, that the very people who 


ing it into the Houſe, were ſecret enemies 


to the militia, and were in hopes, by 


the above clauſe, to have the bill thrown 


A 3 that would be made to the perpe- 
tuity; that it was in a manner eſtabliſhing 
1 2 ſtanding army, of which we ought ever 
to be jealous; that by not coming often 
under the review of Parliament, inconves. 
niencies 1 be unnoticed, that 


for 8 other - 


ſe had Midi * laſt oaks ache TN 
Houſe, about paſſing the militia hill; and 


tual, or to have no militia at all, it is my 


They could eaſily foreſee the ob- 


6 48 ) „„ 
oth * Sas be corrected 3 18 that . 
hereafter it ſhould be thought, adviſable ei- 
ther to diſband or new model the militia, 


it could more eaſily be done, when its eſ⸗ 
tabliſhment expired at a certain term of 


years, than by repealing an act, which had 
rendered the militia part of our conſtitus - 
tion- The weightier reaſons however pre- 
yailed; that the evils, dreaded from a ſtand- 
ing army, could not, in the . 

of things, be apprehended from a perpe- 
tual militia, commanded by men who had 
their friends and property to guard, and 
which was no otherwiſe influenced by the 
Crown, than as by a power that of neceſ- 
ſity muſt be entruſted to ſome one to put 
it in motion ; that from a trial now of thir- 
teen years, the militia had been found of 


the moſt ſingular public utility, and there- 


fore it was thought of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to render it permanent and perpe- 
tual; and that as we now had a king and 
men in government willing to concur hs - 
ſuch a meaſure, it was highly expedient 
to accompliſh it, and thereby to raiſe an 
3 additional bulwark to n 18 ee 
| of our country. J 3d bluow sin 
1 A 


0 


tak 
Another grand, debate, was. held | in the. 


kivuls'sf Commons on Saturday laſt, on 4 
int of equal conſequence to the liberties 


1 4 11110 


8 of the ſubject. The Houſe having, g. on 


: riday, declared the laſt election of Mr. 
f ilkes at Brentford null and void 3 te- 
I folyed © on Sunday morning at two o clock, | 
that the ſheri fs ought to have returne 
colonel n July" elected, and that 
the Clerk of the Crown do attend t to amen | 
| the. PE know very. little of what 
was laid in this debate; 3 1 for, having de- 
bated. the | point within myſelt, 1 reſolved 
not to give my vote t to ſuch a reſolution, 
and therefore did not attend the Houle. 3 
Had. I attended, þ 5 muſt_ have ſpoken. to 
explain myſelf, as bein ng. attached to no 
party, and this 1 Was. uncertain if I thould' x 
have +4: courage to do, According to my 
poor notions, the late reſolutions of the 
4 5 of Common With regard to Mr. 


Wilkes, $8.90) 50 laws. without, the; dots 'of 


28 


J | y. cuſtom and precedent 


3 ny 


e Ee are "uſed the e ptivilege, of 5 


expelling. tbeit own 1 members; but that 
expulſion does not, in the e eye of the law, 


render chem incapable o of being receledted, , 


EI 2 Ix] 44 


. 
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The caſes vr difqualification # are exprefily, 
worded by the law. But as a man, after 
he i is choſen into the Houle of Commons, 
might commit certain facts not criminal 
by law, which however | would render 
him, in the efleem of the Commons, un- 
| worthy of fitting among them'; it is pro- 
Per they ſhould have the power! of expel- : 
lng him, and returning kim to hi conſti- 
toents for eie. They thereby 
vindicate the honour of the Houle 5 which, 


; in my humble. opinion, would not be ma- 


terially injured, if. the expelled members 
conſtituenis, entertaining a different ſenſe 
of his conduct, ſhould obtrude hit m on the 
Commons by : a | re-eleQion 3. for the Houſe 
of Commons cannot be compared to a pri- 
vate club or ſociety of men, who elect one 
another, and who have the power to de- 
termine who mall not aſſociate With them: 
nor do I hope they "ſhall ever have ſuch A 
power, while 50 Crown can influence 
their numbers; in ſhort, they cannot en- 
joy. the privilege of incapacitating, any 
member by an ex fot fatto refolution, 
withoutviolatingthe rights of thole whom 
they were choſen. to repreſent, in deſtroy= 


ing 


4 


| this twelremanth pat, been ecumolating 


„„ 

ing the freedom of. election. The order- 
ing therefore the return of the ſheriffs to 
be amended with the name of Mr. Lut- 
terell, was doing a piece of injuſtice toMr. 
Wilkes, and a ſtill greater injuſtice to the 
freeholders of the county « of Middleſex 3 
but not only to them; it is ſuch an in- 
fringement on the hbettics of every free - 

holder i in Great Britain, that I am very 
much miſtaken if the people above have 
not, by this meaſure, placed a match to 
that combuſtible matter which has, for 


in every part of the country. I am talk- 
ing wildly perhaps, and I ſhall not be ſor- 
y if events ſhould prove me a fool; but 
as it is not in my power at all times to 
command the operations of my brain, 
ſuch as they are, they muſt be produced 
to your Lordſhip, while you indulge me 
with the freedom of writing you my 
thoughts. The diviſion on the above 
reſolution in the Houſe of e was 
197 to 143. ſo that 1 ener, bags "EO 
 _— {i nll ene ality. | 
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Preſent my relpectful compliments to 
lady Hopetoun, and all m friends at 
| | Hopeton Houſe, 3 
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LETTER, 1 
To THE. EARL or HOPETOUN, 


n © b e e v7 
Ls HE Houſe ef Commons being ads. 
journed to Saturday next, makes me 
at preſent very barren of news. I have 
had no errand to the weſt end of the town, 
to put me in the way of hearing any. 
he Lords are fitting, and I was told 
were to have a warm debate to 47. about 
Youre the militia bill. 5 
On Monday laſt we had à motion in 
dur Houſe," to bring the ſheriff of Cum 
berland to the bar, to be reprimanded for 
His partial and illegal conduct at the elec- 
tion; but it was withdrawn, on its being 
argued, that his commitment to the cuſ- 
- tody of the Serjeant at Arms had been 


vonfddered by the;Houſe as his ſole pu- 
; | niſhment 1 


3 TRE 
niſhment.z; and indeed- the refoſution for 
his commitment was ſo worded, that it 
could not be other wiſe underſtood. A 
motion was then made, that any ſheriff or 
| returning officer, who ſhould hereafter 
 wilfully make a falſe return, ſhould be res 
Pprimanded at the bar of the Houſe, what - 
ever puniſhment ſhould be inflicted upon 
him; but 45 to 31 carried it for the order 
| of the day, on the ſole argument that it 
was too thin a Houſe to make any fuck 5 
ſtanding reſolution. . 

Mr. Burke made a very good 0 
ſpeech againſt the motion; and his chief 
reaſon was, that the Houſe in a reſolution 
of laſt week (meaning the one relative to 
Mr. Wilkes's return) had deprived the 
ſheriffs and returning officers of any fixed 
and certain rules to guide themſelves by; 
and he could not therefore acquieſce in a 
motion to puniſh them for their miſbeha- 


 viour, till we had reſtored to them their 


Tule of conduct, and declared to them in 
what manner they were hereafter to be- 
have; which nothing but an act of the 
three powers of the ſtate could do. I re- 
fer your Lordfhip to the — incloſed, 
and remain, &c. hs * E T- 


1 


„ 
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Morn rur EARL or HOPETO UN. 


4 
23% nt © 1 13 2 1 1 
*F HE King having on the th inſtant 
prorogued the Parliament to the 24th 
of next month, I ama e ie to my laſt Gao 
FE or this ſefion,. - -: .. 
On Monday the Houſe of Commons 
Dot, to hear the petition of the frechol- 
ders of the county of Middleſex, relating 
to the election of Henry Laws Lutterell; 
and after the council on both ſides had 
been heard, and the numbers on the poll 
had been admitted to have been 1143 fax 
Mr. Wilkes, and 296 for Mr. Lutterell, 
a motion wWwas made, and it was, in 
ceonſequence reſolved, that Henry Laws 
Lutterell, Eſq; was. duly elected a knight 
of the ſhire to ſerve. in this preſent Parlia- 
ment for the county of Middleſex. It 
was argued for the reſolution, that Mr. 
Wilkes having been repeatedly expelled = 
the Houſe, and declared incapable of be- 
ing elected to ſit in this preſent Parliamen 
ms ae, Mo, yoted i Ps, 5 
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1 
wilfully and knowingly thrown away their 
votes, as effeQually as if they had voted 
for a dead perſon; of courſe Mr. Lutte 
rell was the member duly elected“ That 
the Houſe were juſtified in their reſolution 
by the common law of the realm, ef 

Khich the reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons, as well as the rules of the dif- 

ferent courts of juſtice, made a part; and 
that the expulſion of Sir- Robert Walpole 
formed the precedent; whereby a reſolu- 
tion in this inſtance was manifeſtly regard -· 
ed as part of the common law.— Theft 
were the principal heads on which-the 
ſpeakers for the reſolution enlarged. 
The arguments on the other ſide were, that 
thoug h it were true the freeholders' ha@ 
ben publickly informed of the reſolutiom 
of the Houſe of Commons, refpeRing 
Mr. Wilkes, yet no law of the land hac 
told them they were bound to obey it 
that what exiſted now as common law, 
Had been tranfinitted to us by uſage and 
cuſtom from our forefathers; and was now 


only aſcertained by precedents quoted of 


Judicial decrees, before any written or fta- 
tute * took e chat the eaſe of 
410 ¹ | FE Sir | 


- 


C ) 

Sir Robert Walpole: Was, in the preſent 
inſtance, no precedent gat all; for the 
Houſe then did not ,orde: the return of 
his election to be amended; by. inſerting 
the name of Mr. Taylor who petitioned 
againſt him, but they declared the election 
void; which plainly ſhewed, that the 
Houſe of Commons of thoſe days did not 
think themſelves authorized to go any far- 
ther, or they would elſe have amended 
the return; being no ways prevented from 
doing it by any favour intended to Sir Ro- 
bert and his friends; that for the Houſe 
of Commons, therefore, to declare a re- 


ſolution of theirs, for which they had no "i 


precedent, to be part of the common law 
of the realm, was as dangerous to the * 
berties of the people, as if the King, at 
the head of his army, was to declare and 
maintain to be law, any thing he thought 
proper to aſſert by his royal proclamation ; 
for though it be argued, . the Houſe, of | 
Commons would eſtabliſh nothing for law > 
that went contrary to the liberties and pri- 
vileges of their conſtituents, yet it was 
well known, the Crown could at any 


dene n. a h in that Houſe; 
and, 


2 7 


| 0 57 7 
and; if it could not, . own private in - 
tereſt might prompt them to invade both 
the royal prerogative, and the privileges 
of the Houſe of Peers. Your. Lordſhip 
will, by this time, have ſuppoſed on 
which ide Ivoted; ;— beſides the arguments 
above cited, ſo much was ſaid by the ableſt 
ſpeakers on the nature of the queſtion be⸗ 


ing entirely ſeparated from the cauſe of Mr. 


Wilkes, that without making any apolo- 
gy for differing with my friends on this 
occaſion, T.fided with the minority of x ' 
to 221.—I am very ſorry when I cannot, 

with the conviction of my own mind, 


conſorm with the opinions of my friends 5 : 


and 1 ſhall be particularly concerned, if, 
by my vote in this affair, I have forfeited 
their eſteem.—T wiſh the county had been 
| called to give mt inſtructions z and 1 wiſh, 
in N it may be done, when it is fore 
ſeen any important queſtian will be deba- 
ted; for 1 have ever been of opinion, that 
5 eyery repreſentative in Parliament is, in 
calſcience, bound to follow the inſtructions 
at any time given him by his conſtituents 1 
| although, he be not, by the laws in being, 
tied down to follow ſuch inſtructions.— To : 
. „„ raaca 


5 


* 


( 3800 6 5 
reſtralir bim froth acting at all, without n- 
ſtructions from his conſtituents, would tor 
ſuit, (as in the United Provinces) wit 
the extent of ohr ifland ; but ſurely Mas 
inconvenience could arſe from paſſing a 
law, to oblige every teprefentative to vote 
as, at all times, in any particular queſtiori, 
his conſtituents ſhould think proper to in- 
— firu@ him. Thee bringing the freehiolders 
too often together, might indeed ptove 
troubleſome to thoſe who had their own 
private occupations to follow; but How 
| hall we otherwiſe Kno che rell ente of | 
tile dation ?>—Give üs an annual election of 
repreſentatives, which will be but annual 
aſlemblies of the people, and then let the 
law with regard to inſtructions remain, 45 45 
it bas hitherto been, undeclared, though 
received for the tacit conſent of the Popes 
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Left a caver for the King's Speech to 
be ſent to ont Lordſhip-on Tueſday 


1 5 * I imaginedT thouldnot have had time © 


| to forwar it myſelf that evening; nor 


2 : was. I miſtaken for the debate upon it, 
_ and} the Addreſs, laſted till half an hour 
Paik on i the Wednelday morning, Be- 


flote Henter upon it, and: give your Lord- 
ip g liatle account of. che farce, it may 
not be improper to give you the lift of. the 
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lists, to open the eyes of his 


+ 60 * 
Sir Edward Attley _ * 1 Sir John Moleſworth 


Colonel Onſlow Lord Belaſyſe 


. . Sheriff 27 
Sit Edward Hawke | wi *® Mr: Howe 


Lord North * Sir George Savile 


General Conway >T Colonel Barre . 
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in ſome heroic poem, muſt ſerve to fill a 
| part of my letter for, with' a memery ſo 


bad as mine, it ib impoſſible to: recollect 


one thouſandth part H hat Was e 


in the debate. 391% 03.150 Gigli Clo! 
Sir George Oſborne; in moving) for oY 
t on the ſubject of the late 
petitions to the King, which certainly 
gave occaſion. for. greater debate, than 


otherwiſe would have happencd., ao ſe cal-. 


Jed them the petitions of a miſerable. ſet 
of deluded or deluding people, originally 
begun by a band of ſeditious men, who 


went about the country like travelling ocu- 
; gjelty's 


OI 


faithful, ſubjects. lt then became incum- 
-bent on lord Joby Syrah, and the reſt 
in 


(61) 
| in dhe roy 0 to Sir G eorge. Sitte, 6 


give: an account of thoſe -j titions; and, as 
the Attorney General had thrown out ſome 
inſinuations, that the eblertbers of thoſe 
petitions had, Perhaps, involved themſelves 


Haſtily in an, affair of greater intricacy 
than he could. yet. take upon himſelf to 
declare, they all a vowed themſelves guil- 
ty (if it were guilt) of having 1424 
dhe petitions ir George Savile, nextday 
at the report, even went ſo far as to tell 
the Houſe, he had ſigned the York peti- 
tion, becauſe he thought the "Houſe of 


„ 


Commons, in voting colonel Lutterell in- 
to the Houſe, had betray ed the intereſt of 
all che freeholdersir in Gia Britain, —Lord 
North upon that told him, he certainly 
15 "the heat of paſſion had forgot him 
Fell, and deſi red him to explain.—.—sir 
George anſwered, he was in no paſſion; 
he had ſpoken deliberately what had been 
12 ſentiments," ever ſince chat vote paſ- 
ed. Up on which Mr. Burke got up, and 
ld ten Houſe, though he had hitherto 
| "agreed in every thing wich his honourable | 
friend, he ee top Join Him in the ex- 
—_ ob fuck” ſentiments, Becauſe he 


. thought. 


6) 


For of the Henle for dhe . 0 
ſpoken. But Sir, faid. he, We have, 
our cond duct, bot. the con dence « of t 1 


un; 


: | n Fourle ,our A is 


r, call that, bo- 
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It was * d a pete EP FIVE 5. cog * 
the gentlemen of the oppoſition, that 8 
| George ſho! 15 deliver himſelf to BER 
poſe; 7 and if be had” been called to. t = 
bar, I make. 2s little doubt. bit ſome others 
| would have | put themſelves in the fa me fix 
tuation; and would all haye chaved, 155 
f tymacioully, in order to be. ſent to. 
Tower together. The 5 
the firſt, day;s debate, 1 out, ans 
reſolution 54 the Houle le, with. regard 
the Middleſ x election, ſ mu ult | ult be  uppor I 
3 ed; from heb e af theſe days 
| to be e to the Joule Hy 7 N12 5 
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forth by the mob.” 1 had almoſt forgot to 
mention the amendment, which was mo- 
. ved for, to the Addreſs; —it ran thus, to 
affure his Majeſty, we ſhould immediately 
begin an ehquiry into the cauſe of the 
uneaſineſs, the diſcontents and diſſatisfac- | 
tion that prevailed. in euery part of his 
Majeſty s dominions, Had the words 
been in ſeveral p parts, or many. parts of his 
Majeſty's dominions, they would not 
have been fo exceptionable ; but, as 
they ſtood, it was impoſſible for any Scotſ- 
man, or any diſpaſſionate man, to approve 
of them; for neither Scotland or Wales 
bave overtly. ſhewn any diſcontent, though 
it; muſt be acknowledged that Ireland, 
America, and many parts of England are 
in a very unpeaceable ſituation. A mo- 
tion to the ſame purpoſe was made in the 
Houſe of Lords, which was ſupported by 
lord Camden and the duke of Northum- 
7 berland, and lord Chatham, with the uſual 
lords in oppoſition. I have heard no par- 
ticulars of their debate; but I was told by 
. miniſterial man, that lord Sandwich fi 
lenced lord Ch Chatham with: e and 
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© that lord Mansfield greatly outſhono Y: 
Chancellor. enn 
I ſhall write to lord Hope « on \ Monday, . 5 

when the petition againſt my election is 
to be preſented ; I have done * thiys, 
he directed me. 55 


Ta am dae & &. Fi 264 


N 
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. ET T ER XVI. 
To THE : EARL OF Hoperoun,” 


4 


„ 9 05 ae 1770. 
Tor moſt material debate in the Houſe , 

of Commons fince I wrote to your 
Lordſhip laſt, was on Thurſday laſt, in 
the Committee on-the ſtate of the nation. 
MI. Dowdefwell made a W. er ſe- 
conded by Mr. Hamden, © that the 
« Houſe of Commons, in 1 deciſions fi 
« in all matters of judicature before them, 
« are bound to act agreeable to the known 
te and eſtabliſhed law of the land, and the x 
t cuſtoms of Parliament, which is part 
« of that law.” — This, Mr. Paar | 
introduced with a ſhort ſpeech, 


fl only to be ths 5 to  fome = | 
motions which he had to make, but which 
he begged leave to keep private, that each 
propoſition might be debated apart; and. 
that the truths which he meant to inveſti- 
gate, might thereby be traced with greater 
certainty and precifion, He added, that 
2 this was a propoſition in which he 
believed every body would agree, yet he 
bad thought proper to move it at this 
time, in order to quiet the minds of the 
people, who were under no ſmall appre- 
henſions, on account of ſome proper e 
in the Houſe laſt yea. 

Lord North anſwered. him. He faid, 
hi certainly there was nor member in the 
Houſe but muſt agree with bim in his pro- 
poſition; or if he choſe to move, that 
Magna Charta was to be obſerved in this 
kingdom, nobody would refuſe his con- 
ſent; but wherefore ſhould ſuch a mo- 
tion, as that on the table, be made at pre- 
ſent; unleſs it were meant to reflect on the 
ee of the Houſe, with regard to 
the Middleſex election? If therefore the 
1 inſiſted on his motion, he beg- 


Sed leave to offer an amendment to it, to 
1 : this 


0 66 9 1 
this effect; 1 * hgh that the expulſion wit: 
66; incapacitating Mr. Wilkes was agreea-, 
« ble to that known and eſtabliſhed law 
of the land. and cuſtom of Parliament.” * 
pon this a long debate enſued, which 
brought into recapitulation all the argu- 
ments, on both ſides, relative to the Mid- 
dleſex election. Great objections were 
made to the unuſual manner of tacking 
two propoſitions together, and obliging 
the members to give their opinions in one 
vote, on ſubjects that ought to be ſepa- 
rately debated. Mr. Burke ſaid wittily, 
it was like claiming one's aſſent to this 
truth: * An honeſt man's the nobleſt 
« work of God,” and then obliging one . 
to add, ©* and therefore Jonathan Wild is 1 
% an honeſt man.“ But the moſt for- 
eible inference to be drawn from the 
amendment, was, that the expulſion and 
incapacitating of Mr. Wilkes was tacitly 

acknowledged to ſtand in need of this a- 
mendment, to declare it agreeable to law 
and cuſtom. The debate laſted till three 
o'clock in the morning, when it was, car- 
ried for the ene on 5 a diviſion of . 
to 8 ee e | 


LETTER XVII. 
„ 0 0 68. 


Ven 10 Feb. 1770. 

Send your Lordſhip, incloſed, the 
- Shipmaſter' s receipt for a box of new 
books and pamphlets ſent lord Hopetoun by 
the Exchange ſhip for Leith. Among the 
reſt are lord Haddington' 8 poems, which 
were ordered, and which I muſt warn you 
to keep from the ſight of the ladies; for 

I have peeped into ſome of them, and 
found them too ſmutty to be read. I can 
7 forgive any thing, ſaid or written with a 
view to put vice in a ridiculous light; but 
when it is painted in ſuch a manner as to 


- excite thoſe paſſions, which human rea- 


ſon, of itſelf, can ſcarcely curb ; it is 
then unpardonable, and the Aar 
| ought neither to be heard. or read. 

T0 change the ſubject; I have had, a 
Jong conference lately. with lord 


- 


7 5 


1 promiſed to write to your Long im- 
med iately upon it; but I own. I have been 
greatly at a loſs i in what manner to expreſs 
my — PD | 


Es 1 will 


(99) 

I will do it, however, in the moſt can- 
did manner. can. If I ſhould offend, the 
only conſolation I have, is, that 1 do it. 
not intentionally ; and J hope I oftend not 
95 Bim, who is the Judge of all our actions 
from above. 

Alt the meeting of this effionT 8 
with the miniſtry for the Addreſs, and 
likewiſe. for the new ſpeaker, agreeable to 

my principles to ſupport government in 

every thing that is right; ; but when the 
queſtion came on again, with regard to 
the Middleſex election, I took the ſide 
which Ithought right againſt the miniſtry, 
and yoted againſt the amendment to Mr. 

Dowdeſwell s motion. On this, every , 

body of the miniſtry naturally looked cool- 

ly on me, and I was told from third hand, 

5 they were reſolved again to withdraw their 
ſupport. . Lord - was ſo kind as to 
talk to me on the ſubjeck. He expoſtula - 3 
ted with me that the queſtion, now, was. 
not whether this or that miniſtry ſhould 
be in, but whether there ' ſhould be go- 

vernment, or no government at all; or 

rather, whether this conſtitution ſhould be 
en, or a republic ſhould be found- | 

EG. + 


F 


* 


* 


. "ap * 
. * its ruins, He Haid een des 
| by; voting againſt government, I was act - 

ing contrary to lord Hopetoun's princi- 
ples, and what the duke of Grafton was 
given to expect; that I was loſing the ſup» 


port of government, and Was doing my- 


{elf little good with the other people, un- 
leſs I meant to ſide with them at once; 
and laſtly, he begged to know, on what 
plan I was acting, for he thought I was 
diſahlging my friends, without benefiting 
myſelf.—In anſwer to all which; I an wer- 
a ed bis Lordſhip to the following effect; 
hot entirely in ward, but in my on 
thoughts, for I never chooſe to enter into 
debate with perſons of ſo many years more 
experience than myſelf. 1 ae to de 
thought ſtupid or obſtinate, rather th 
offend them by diſputing their A 


8 e-fight. —Learnmg and underflanding. T ” 


bring not into the queſtion at preſent for 
future events alone b convince me who 
ns in the tight. 
| In reply then, 1 Sans or aid 3 tht | 

1 did not apprehend the conſtitution was 
| ſo. much endangered by the preſent diſ· 
nee but * it were in * it 


was 


| 
_ 
| 
E 
4 
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was ſurety: more- inclined to an arbitrary 
———— while the guardians of the 
liberties 'of” the people, are bribed or in- 
timidated into the meaſures of the execu- 
tive power, not becauſe they may be 
right or expedient for the good of the bes. 
ple, but becauſe they are the will and 


pleaſure of the King. Meaſures which 


ought to take riſe in the legiflative body, 


are be Prong them down for ratifica: 
tion. That the nobles were needy, poor, 


and dependent: ;—inſtead of being a bul- 


wark between the King and people, they 


leaned all to the fide where places and 

preferments were to be obtained; intent 
only on preſent  emoluments, they were 
blind to the ſlavery they were 


rir ging'on 
themſelves: and the people; for if once 


the 44 are enſlaved, the ie muſt equally 
ſubmit to the arbitrary edicts of a King. 


That if we were always certain of having 


mild and virtuous princes on the throne, 


a deſpotic government would certainly be 
the beſt for good order, ſecurity and 


peace; but as, in this wicked "world, 


Princes are found to be but like other men, 


the laws of our conſtitution are wiſely i in- 
7 . : tended 


K 115 
tended to preyent the will of the execu- 
tive power from oppreſſing even the mean= 

eſt of the people. Some alledge, indeed, 
that when a people loſe their virtue, they 5 
deſerve not to be free; and that this is at 
preſent the caſe i in Britain. To preſerve 
5 therefore the peace and good order of ſo- 
5 ciety, the rich and wealthy of the nation 
muſt ſtrengthen the executive power, in. 
order to ſecure themſclves from the de- 
predations of the mob; z that if, in for- | 
mer days, Brutus, Caſſius, and the teſt, 
bad been better politicians, a great deal of 
blood - ſned might have been ſaved. But 
woe are not yet arrived at the ripeneſs of 
Rome; though London of itſelf may be 
as wicked and as ripe for deſtruction, 
there is an independent power in the coun- 
ties of Britain, which the provinces of 
Italy never knew. This has overthrown 
every miniſter who has ſet up his own will 
in oppoſition to the ſenſe and love of the 
people; and it will do it ſtill. The vir- 
tue and ſtrength of the middling claſs is 
*The Populace of London; the Livery and the ge- 
nerality of the Citizens, are eſteemed as virtuous and 
ent as the inhabitants of the open country. 


Mill 


. 29 * 
An Gaffiotent] "Both to ſuppreſs ide Beens 
tiouſneſs of the mob, and to withſtand 


the oppreſſion of the great. That as to 
my acting againſt the inclinations of lord | 
Hopetoun, it gave me very much concern; 
I was ſenſible, that in Parliament I was 
but a ereature of his making; but ſtill 1 
conſidered myſelf as a free agent, and one 
of the repreſentatives of the Commons, and | 
not of the'Prers of Great Britain. In 


private life I ſhould do every thing in my 


power to prove him my gratitude, but I. 
ſhould' be unworthy of my ſear in the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, if private con- 
_ fiderations entered with me at the door of 
the Houſe of Commons. F muſt ſend 
this away without ending my vindication, 
for I have not time to finiſh it; and | 
father, who is come to town, fays it | 

neceffary to write ſomething, immedi, 
in 1 for "differing with 1. friends. 
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re LORD. A 


3 2 Feb. fg 
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122 He received your kind letter of the 
19th inſtant, and 1 ſee, from it, the 
miſchief is alteady done, 0 which 1 partly 
endeaybured to Prevent by my laſt. My 
father, ſoon after his arfival here, told 
me, lord Hopetoun was ſo provoked with 
my conduct, that he had declared he 
would have nothing farther to do with 
the Petition againſt | me; 15 and this made 
me think it entirely heedleſs to continue 
the ſubje' of my laſt letter. Let what 
has dropt from your pen has rendered it 
neceffaty i to ſay a few words more, in i | 
logy for my condu&.—Your Lordſhip ſays 
you will not preſume to detetmine whet] fee 
my zeal is miſtaken, or my good inten⸗ : 
: tions taken advantage 'of by ill- deſigning 
men; if 1 remember right, 1 gave you 
Lordſhip grounds to believe, 1 Had bither- 
to voted in Parliament, with a view en- 
tirely to the good of my eduntty, and 
with no particular attachment to any ks 
of men. I now declare T have had ns 
9 With any of the” oppofition, | 
K fake 


(74) 


_ farther than Ls am going to mention; and 


that lord „ obſtinate as he may 
think me, has been the only perſon that 
has given me any advice, or whoſe advice 
I have any ways followed; my own father 
excepted, —His Lordſhip told me, that 
the impartial conduct I had laid down 
would never carry me through with my 
petition ; and that I muſt fide with one 
party, or fall between them to the ground. 
| He told me at the fame time he had rea- 
ſon to believe, Lord Hopetoun was for 
ſupporting government. explained 
that to myſelf, his Lordſhip was for ſup- 
porting the miniſters for the time being; 
Eno, the diviſions i in the Houſe of Com- 
mons running ſo near as forty, and the late 
duke of Cumberland's friends, with whom. 
I thought his Lordſhip moſtly connected, 
being the people that might be among the 
miniſters next, I was rather inclined to 
fide with them. 1 had been offered ſup- 
| port by the heads of the oppoſition, with⸗ 
out ſolicitation, and, without condition; 
if I muſt go through thick and thin with 
either party for a month, I thought i it moſt 
| honourable with them; becauſe I appro- 
= ved of their Treſent . * 
; 4 


12 | 


of 75 ;) 
and was left at liberty to act hereafter as 1 
pleaſed.I likewiſe perceived, that they 
had ſucceeded in every petition they had 


taken in hand; they ſtick together, anc 
get every body to attend. The miniſtry 
can only command the official people, ex- 
cept where the merits are ſtrongly on 
their ſide. They had already withdrawn 
from me their ſupport; and to procure it 
again I muſt ſolicit; muſt vote againſt my 
conſcience on their fide ; and muſt pro- 
miſe to be for ever in future a miniſterial 
man. I ſhould of courſe have loſt every 
vote of the oppoſition, and perhaps have 
met with but cool ſupport from the mini- 
mentioned might be expected to be the 
ſame on the ſide of the oppoſition; but 
Da were not; I had openly told them, I 
had voted from conſcience ; the motions 
Hh talked of making in this ſucceeding 
month in Parliament, ſeemed to be equal- 
ly in my way of thinking; but I would 


not be bound to go through thick and thin 


with either fide; When I ſaid on the other 
page, I was nevertheleſs inclined to do it 

with them; it was becauſe I was informed 

there: was nothing to be agitated daher 
I | K 2 85 my 7 


(76) 


my petition came e on, but what Was truly 
— ͤ ͤ Ä polo» id 
From the 8 N I was 
Juſt going to accept of the ſupport of the 
oppoſition, when my father arrived in town, 
I told him what I was doing, and that not 
being fully informed of the ſentiments of 
my friends iu Scotland, I was acting, to 
the beſt of my own judgment, in an af- 
yo en 1 pe 5. e ee 
en was wy opinion To was tin g a 
8 miniſtry, he thought, could 
give me the greateſt ſupport; that they 
had not yet retracted their promiſe of it; 
and that my friends would rather have me 
loſe my ſeat; than be under obligation for 
it to the other people. He added, or gave 
me to underſtand, that I was not the prin- 
cipal concerned in this affair; for the ho- 
nour of the family- intereſt in the county 
was the chief purpoſe of giving me the 
ſeat in Parliament, and of the trouble my 
friends were at in getting it ſecured; I 
-ought- therefore to have done nothing 
without their advice and approbation.—— 


This reaſoning, of courſe, altered my 
. eee long as 1 thought 
2 A __ | 


myſelf the perſon chiefly intereſted in the 
oonſequences of my ſitting in Parliament, 
I had acted as I thought was my duty; 
| being little concerned how long I was in 
the Houſe, provided I could but act my 
duty to the beſt of my underſtanding 
0 while I fat. there,—Bat I now think it 
| Incumbent. on me to be paſſive; at leaſt 
till the petition is over; and then, if my 
Lord your father ſhould find, that in my 
conduct I am going contrary. to his poli- 
tical principles, it certainly will be juſt 
that I ſhould reſign to ſomebody Who, in 
conſcience, can vote entirely with him. 
Your Lordſhip knows already, that I think i 
myſelf reſponſible for my public conduct 
to the whole people of Great Britain, and 
that is what all the repreſentatives of the 
Commons ought to be.;—but in effect they 
are not ſo; for Where property is, power 
will be alſo ; and, it is but equitable, 
that your father ſhould have his additional 
ſhare in the legiſlature, as well as the other 
peers, —Let all therefore; my dear Lord, 
paſs in good humour; and prevent me 
from forfeiting the eſteem of thoſe, for 
whom in this world I have moſt reſpect 


0 is 
Maſs d. „ e 1 
* 0 


F 
rr e 

/ tended for the public, I hope nothing 
e odd of. this laſt, will be inter- 


preted as if I meant to boaſt of the integrity of 
my on conduct. I have really no ſuch deſign; 


penis to 3 mare of public ſpirit than 


TX "w"4 


is neighbours, is commonly ridiculed as an 
enthutiaſt of an impoſtor. Acting in the Houſe 
of Commons as 1 did (however detrimental to 
my on private intereſt) was certainly no more 
than my duty. Others may have ated with 
c equal honeſty and fincerity in oppoſition to my 
apinion. Beſides a difference of j judgment to 
be allowed for, in the tonſideration of almoſt 
every ſubject, are there not many members of 
the Houſe of Commons, who ſeem to be guided 
5 by a conviction, that it is criminal, in any thing, 
to oppoſe the will of the King? And who can- 
not, in their minds, make the diſtinction be- 
tween the reſpec̃t due to the man, whom in pri- 
vate life they muſt eſteem, and the regard to 
be paid by the ſenator to the head of the execu- 
tive power, in proportion to the diſintereſted- 
neſs of his public adtions.— There are others 
who, by habit and cuſtom, are alſo. inclined : to 
be arbitrary having travelled or relided in 
other countries of Europe, they have been uſed 
to ſee à moſt ſubmiſſive deference paid to the 
opinions of men in power while the people, | 
beneath 


0590 - 


beneath a certain "Pi were treated 8 as 
Daves; it is natural therefore, i in thoſe gentlemen 
travellers, to look down upon the lower clais of 
people in their own country as a diſtinct race of 
beings, deſpicable and worthleſs;" "to deſpiſe 
them as the mere ſrum of the earch, void of uns 
derftanding, deſtitute of virtue, and Hot born 
to the common rights of humanity, 0 ; 
again, for want of reflection, or of making the 
proper uſe of theit own underſtanding, careleſ- 
iy pin their faith on the ſleeve of ſome 
man, who, they take it for granted, muſt know 
every point of legiſlature much better than 
they; and thus they never give themſelves the 
trouble to reaſon on any one queſtion. that comes 
before them. Yet ſome of them I have known, 
who, in articles of religious faith, are fo ſcru- 
pulouſly incredulous, as to refuſe their belief to 
every thing which cannot be made evident to 
their ſenſes; and ſo curiouſly inquiſitive, ſo con- 


dent of their own, underſtanding, 3 as to de- 


mand proofs of the poſſible exiſtence of things, 
which human knowledge of itſelf can never ac- 
count for Their caution, with regard to 
the concerns of the next world, may be com- 
mendable; but, it were to be wiſhed, they 
would be equally cautious and inquiſſtive about 
the real intereſts of their conſtituents, which, 
with due attention and information, it is with- 
in the reach of « TE man's Or to compre- 

hend, 11 . 
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